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This letter was once received by the editor 
of the New York Sun, a daily newspaper 
published in the late 1800s in New York City. 


Dear Editor, 

Tam 8 years old. Some of my friends say 
there is no Santa Claus. Papa says, “If it's 
printed in the Sun, it’s so.” Please tell me 
the truth. Is there a Santa Claus? 


Virginia O'Hanlon 


And the editor answered... 


Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He 
exists, just as love, generosity, and 
friendship exist—and you know that those 
things are everywhere and they bring you 
happiness every day. 


Not believe in Santa Claus? You might as 
well not believe in fairies! 


You may ask your papa to hire people to 
catch Santa Claus. But even if they did not 
see Santa coming down the chimney, what 
would that prove? 


Nobody sees Santa Claus. 


A 


But nobody can find proof that there is no 
Santa Claus, either. 


The most real things in the world are 
those that neither children nor 


grown-ups can see. 


Did you ever see fairies dancing on the 
lawn? Of course not! But that doesn’t 
prove that they are not there. 


Nobody can conceive of or imagine 
all the wonders that are unseen and 
unseeable in the world. 


No Santa Claus! 


| 
| 


Be thankful that he lives... 


...and he lives forever. 


A thousand years from now, Virginia, 


no, even ten thousand years from now, 


... to make glad the hearts of children. 
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